A few weeks ago, one Sunday night, I was reading the news on the Internet and was surprised to discover that Kevin Rudd, Prime Minister of Australia, had just arrived in Hiroshima!  I really did not expect the Prime Minister of my own country to visit the very city in which I was living overseas.  I found that the next morning, he would be at the Peace Park to offer a wreath in memory of those who suffered horribly in 1945.

So, I woke up early and hoped to see Kevin Rudd at the Peace Park.  I didn’t know what time he would be there, but I prepared early.  What would I say if I met him?  Well, I wrote a letter also, hoping to hand it to him.  And, I even got dressed up more than usual in a suit and tie, despite the warm weather.

When I arrived at the park, I saw some security cars, a group of people, and then I spotted the Prime Minister.  He was surround with so many important people, all dressed very officially.  He looked quite busy and I thought that I would probably not be able to talk with him.  I also wondered if the security guards and police would stop me if I walked up to him and began talking with him in front of so many other more important people.

I was able to hand a letter for the Prime Minister to his Chief of Staff, but not to the Prime Minister personally.  I was able to talk with his chauffeur and take a photo of the car the Prime Minister drove in, but I didn’t get to talk directly with him.  I got within a few metres of the Prime Minister and took photos of him, but didn’t get to meet him in person.
And sometimes we think God is similar to the busy Prime Minister.  Humans often try to talk, communicate and get close to God, but there seems to be this “blockage” that prevents us from getting close to Him.  People try to be good, say prayers, go to the temple or church, give money, or do difficult tasks so they can get closer to God.  How can we access God?
God is not like the Prime Minister.  God is more interested in you than you are interested in Him.  Because God loves you as His own child, He made a way for us to have access to Him.  God’s Son became human and was born as Jesus Christ.  Jesus is the link between us and God.  Jesus bridges the gap between us and God.  Jesus lived as a human and now understands the struggles we have.  Jesus can now forgive us, can now give us extra power in life and now hears our prayers.

God is not a distant god who does not care for us.  God is a very close God who is near us and loves us.  God came to be with us.  He wants to be with us forever.  Because of Jesus, we can be with God forever.
